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ing a long siege; to abandon him to a minister to whom
he would be grateful for all the success of that siege;
a minister, too, who, although her creature, had dared
to submit this project to the King without informing
her; who, moreover, had recently offended her by
marrying his son into a family she considered inimical
to her, and by supporting M. de Vendome against Mon-
seigneur de Bourgogne! These were considerations
that determined her to bring about the failure of Cha-
millart's project and the disgrace of Chamillart himself.
She employed her art so well, that after a time the
project upon Lille did not appear so easy to the King
as at first. Soon after, it seemed difficult; then too
hazardous and ruinous; so that at last it was abandoned,
and Boufflers had orders to cease his preparations and
return to France! She succeeded thus in an affair she
considered the most important she had undertaken dur-
ing all her life. Chamillart was much touched, but lit-
tle surprised. As soon as he knew his secret had been
confided to Madame de Maintenon he had feeble hope
for it. Now he began to fear for himself.

